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be constituted the same day that the National Assembly dis-
solves.
Art. ii. The present Law shall be promulgated only after the
decisive vote on the law of the Public Powers (i.e. (D) above}}-
(F) Constitutional Law of 16 July 1875 on the relations between
the Public Powers.
Art. i. The Senate and the Chamber of Deputies meet every
year on the second Tuesday in January, unless convoked ear-
lier by the President of the Republic. The two Chambers must
sit for at least five months every year. The session of one begins
and ends at the same times as that of the other. On the Sunday
after the opening of Parliament, public prayers shall be
addressed to God in the churches and Protestant chapels, to
invoke His blessing on the work of the Assemblies.
Art. 2. The President of the Republic declares the session
closed. He has the right to convoke the Chambers for an ex-
traordinary session. He must convoke them if requested, in the
interval between sessions, by an absolute majority of the mem-
bers composing each Chamber. The President can adjourn the
Chambers. Nevertheless, adjournment may not exceed the
period of one month, nor may it take place more than twice in
one session.
Art. 3. At least one month before the legal termination of the
powers of the President of the Republic, the Chambers must
meet as the National Assembly to proceed to the election of the
new President. If the Chambers are not convoked, this meet-
ing may take place with full legality on the fifteenth day
before the expiry of these powers. In the event of the death or
resignation of the President of the Republic, the two Chambers
meet immediately and with full legality. In the event that, by
application of Article 5 of the Law of 25 February 1875, the
Chamber of Deputies should be dissolved at the moment when
i The Law of 2 August 1875, defining in detail the procedure for the
election of Senators, is not given here, as it was later considerably amended.
The text in French, and later emendations, may be studied in Duguit,
Monnier & Bonnard: Les Constitutions et les PrincipaUs Lois Politigues de la
France.

